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As our practice continues to grow, so does the need to accommodate

Confused? Concemed? Need Confirmation?
CancerExpertsMD is a internet based service which
provides confidential, individualized and convenient
cancer case review for patients seeking reassurance
that their concerns about their cancer diagnosis,
prognosis and treatment have been thoroughly
investigated. By simply submitting your case for
online review you can access different cancer
experts from around the world to comment upon
your case.

Go to: www.CancerExpertsMD.com
D

. ‘> CancerExperts MD

VAN ELSLANDER CANCER CENTER
19229 Mack Avenue, Suite 24

Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan 48236
Tel: 313.884.5522 « Fax: 313.884.6054

our patients by expanding the number of hospitals in which we
actively attend. Great Lakes Cancer Management Specialists is
pleased to announce that our physicians have extended their hospital
coverage to include staff privileges at the following hospitals:

St. John Hospital and Medical Center, St. John Macomb Hospital,
Bon Secours and Cottage Hospitals, St. Joseph's Mercy of Macomb
Hospital, and Troy Beaumont Hospital
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Great Lakes Cancer Management Specialists

Compassion, Commitment and Competence

Fall 2004

Excellence in Oncology

This quarter's newsletter from Great Lakes
Cancer Management Specialists [GLCMS]
focuses upon the question every cancer
patient asks himself, i.e., How can | be sure
that my care is of the highest quality? Am |
getting the best care available?

These questions and others like them are
asked by every patient who visits the
oncologist's office the first time. Is my doctor
any good? Most patients are referred by their
personal physician i.e., family practitioner or
internist. This simple referral by their trusted
family doctor is sufficient for most patients that
any questions concerning the oncologist's
ability are allayed. Buttoday, even your family
‘ ' » . » ‘ »
Oncology Nursing is one of several sub-
specialties within the nursing profession. An
Oncology Nurse specializes in the care and
treatment of patients with cancer and/or blood
disorders. They must be clinically skilled in
the safe administration of the many available
complex cancer treatments. In addition, the
Oncology Nurse must have a comprehensive
understanding of each patient's cancer
biology as well as an in depth familiarity with
the various treatment modalities such as
surgery, radiation, chemotherapy and
biotherapy as they may pertain to an
individual patient. The Oncology Nurse must
be able to address patient care problems,
manage symptoms, function as a patient
advocate, and be attentive to each patient
needs. The Oncology Nurse plays a pivotal
and critical role in the care and management
of every patient under treatment. They serve
as the patient's main intermediary between
their cancer treatment and their doctor. These
kinds of responsibilities cannot be relegated
to just any category of nurse. Years of
training and arduous post graduate education
constitute just the beginning of what defines
an oncology nurse. Complementary qualities
essential for success include dedication,
commitment, competence and compassion.
These are the requisites for a complete
oncology nurse.
All the initials you see following a nurse's
name are earned through extensive study and
examination. An RN means the nurse is a
Registered Nurse; BSN means she has
earned a four-year Bachelor of Science
Degree in Nursing, and OCN stands for
Oncology Certified Nurse. RNs and BSN's
must attain a certain number of accredited
continuing education credits every year just to

physician cannot be completely familiar with
the subtle dissimilarities of oncological care
which exist in this specialty. Beyond obvious
first impressions [such as: Is the oncology
office spacious, clean, efficient and
organized? or Does their staff treat me with
consideration?] patients must assume an
active role in assessing the quality of care they
receive from their subspecialist. =~ While
patients have unprecedented access to
information about their disease through the
internet, this abundance of data helps little in
deciding whether he/she will actually receive
the highest quality of oncology care available.

continued on page 2

What is an Oncology Nurse?

retain an active license. Oncology Nurses
must go a step further in this education
process by studying and successfully
passing a detailed certification exam which
earns her the OCN accreditation. At Great
Lakes Cancer Management Specialists we
pride ourselves that all our nurses are RNs
and are either OCN certified or eligible for
certification.

Great Lakes Cancer Management Specialists'
nurses are encouraged to attend workshops,
conferences, seminars and symposiums to
keep current their knowledge base of new
drugs, policies, procedures, protocols and
changes in drug administration techniques.
Besides monitoring patient symptoms for
treatment side effects each administered drug
has its own peculiar catalog of potentially
damaging side effects on vital body organs.
Our Oncology Nurses must be aware of the
relevance of monitoring kidney, liver, blood,
lung and cardiac functions as it pertains to
each patient's treatment protocol.  This
assures that the patient receives optimum
benefits of a drug without having his physical
well being compromised.

Every GLCMS nurse
pledges that through
dedication, competence,
inspiration, guidance and
compassion that she will
successfully guide each
and every patient through a
most difficult life
experience.

JoAnna Sheen, R.N., B.S.N., OCN

BIOGRAPHY

Wajahat A. Khan, M.D.

Wajahat A. Khan,
M.D. specializes in
Medical Oncology.
He received his
medical degree
from Dow Medical
College in Karachi,
Pakistan and
completed his
residency in Internal
Medicine and a
fellowship in
Medical Oncology
at William Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak,
Michigan. He was named Best Intern of the
Year and has been ranked in the top ten
throughout medical school. Dr. Khan is board
certified in Internal Medicine and Medical
Oncology. He has been actively involved in
teaching medical students and has many
presentations, publications and research
projects to his credit.

Dr. Khan's professional memberships include
the American Society of Clinical Oncology,
the American Medical Association, and the
American College of Physicians. He has
actively been involved in various research
activities and has given presentations at both
the national and international level. Dr. Khan
has served as an investigator in several
clinical trials and has been very active in
organizing tumor board conferences. He has
taken an active role in community activities
and has regularly participated in cancer
support groups and assisted with the Delta
County Cancer Alliance Program. Dr. Khan
has served on various cancer committees
and has assumed a leading role in
implementing new treatment strategies for
cancer patients.

Next Issue:

¢ A Dedication to
Efrain R. Casas, M.D.

* Myelodysplasia and it’s
Treatment
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